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BY L. G. HOFFMAN.) 


THE USAGES OF MASONRY. 
Masons havea variety of phrases which indicate 
their recognition of a species of common law, deriving 
its authority from the past generations of the Frater- 
nity, and transmitted to the present generation by tra- 
dition or by record, or both. 

Thus we frequently hear, and see in Masonic wri- 
tings, the expressions used ‘‘In accordance with an- 
cient form and usages ; ‘‘ according to the customs of 
the craft ;”’ ‘‘ the laudable customs of Masons ;” &c. 
So also we find the power given in the warrants of 


aE" 


wenn 


certain things which are there particularized, ‘‘ and ; 
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all such acts and things as have been and ought to be ° 
done,” &c. This is evidently intended to authorize * 
the Lodges to do, in addition to what particular acts { 
are specified, such others as are sanctioned by ‘‘ the ; 
usages of Masonry,” and not contrary to, or inconsis- ; 


It will not.be disputed, we presume, that it is of } 
great importance that every Mason should know some. | 
thing of ‘‘ the usages of Masonry,” that he may be : 
able to judge what he may do, and how he may do it 
and be able to justify himself by precedent What is 
of importance for individuals of the craft is equally, 
or more necessary for Lodges and Grand Lodges, 
which hold original or appelate jurisdiction over the 
whole body of Masons, with the power to superintend, : 
direct, control, call to account, and examine into the ° 
conduct of Masons ; confer honors, and inflict punish- + 
ments according to the judgment given, which must ° 
be grounded upon some statute or ‘ usage of Masonry.’ > 
It may be well to state here, that all laws, divine and 
human, have but one foundation and one object—the ° 
preservation of right and the prevention of wrong.— ? 
But as it is impossible to define by statute, every pos. ; 
sible case of right and wrong which may arise be- ; 
tween men, whether Masons or others, a large pro- $ 
portion of the cases which arise before the courts of > 
law and Masonic tribunals must be judged of by the 
common law of usage and precedent. It is true we 
cannot go out of our Institution to seek for laws or 
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, are the consequences. 


; with reasons and evidence. 
> we rather desire our readers to make up their opinions 
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precedent on Masonic questions, but we-may with 
propriety adopt and apply some of those maxims of the 
wise and learned jurists, whose opinions being founded 
on sound sense and right reason, have an equal appli- 
cation to all laws, and have received the general ap- 
probation of mankind. As an example, we quote the 
following, from the pen of one of the most profound 
jurists of our ownday, and an eminent Mason, the 
late Edward Livingston. ‘‘ Customs result from a 
long series of actions constantly repeated, which have 
by such repetitions, and by unihterrupted acquieséense, 
acquired the force of a tacit and common consent.,’’* 

Thus we perceive that the usages or customs of Ma. 
sons gre of as much importance as*Constitutions or 
Statutes, Regulations or By-laws, and yet there is no 
Masonic phrase so little understood as that which we 
have taken for a text,—‘‘ The usages of Masonry.” 


We could illustrate this fact by a thousand examples: 


of contradictory opinions and decisions, sanctioned by 
high authorities in the order, and not unfrequently by 
the same Grand bodies. The cause is evident, and so 
‘*The usages of Masonry” 
cannot be known without long study and deep reflec- 
tion ; and yet we fear from the flippant and dogmatic 
manner in which we have seen things pronounced as 
‘* in strict accordance with Masonic usage,” or as ‘‘un- 
known amongst Masons,” that as little knowledge of 
Masonic usage had been aquired by study or experi- 
ence by the commentators, as there was féar of 


> making themselves ridiculous by an exposure of their 


ignorance. 
We are not disposed to press opinions upon our 


' Brethren in any case, without accompanying them 


On the present subject, 


>; for themselves, than to express our own, and we there- 
> fore put the question in the most distinct form, thus:— 


What do you understand by the term ‘‘ the usages of 
Masonry?” We have said there is no masonic phrase 
so little understood, and if we were to be influenced 
by the illustrations which we are compelled to read in 
the course of our monthly studies, we should be in- 
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clined to declare, that for omy thing, there is a pre- 
cedent, and that there is nothing possible to be done, 
but what has been done under the name of Masonry. 
And yet we are satisfied that we read many erroneous 
opinions, and feel oft-times mortified and ashamed of 
the utter ignorance of ‘‘ the usages of Masonry” mani- 
fested by those who consider themselves ‘‘ wise mast- 
er builders,” and who express themselves confidently 
upon subjects which really they know nothing of. 

It is certainly worthy of inquiry how a knowledge 
of ‘‘ The usages of Masonry” is to be acquired. And 


as we shall assume, that those who will take the ° 


trouble to frame some sort of an answer to our ques- 


tion, what they understand by the term, will not limit ‘ 


their rule by the practices of their own particular 
Lodge, or their own Grand Lodge, or the Gr. Lodges 
of the United States, or of any other Nation, but by 
the practices of the Fraternity which have been gener- 
ally pursued, we have another question to ask in con- 
nection with the subject. How do you expect to ob: 
tain a knowledge of ‘‘ The usages of Masonry ?”’ 


old Grand Lodge Certificate is just as good as an old 
Diploma, and no more. 

For the last six years, we have had the best means 
of knowing, that the country is infested, with broken 
down worthless masons, who have no legitimate claim 
onus; and we know of no other way of protecting 
the fraternity, than by the Grand Lodge Certificate, 
reduced to a perfect system among the several Grand 
Lodges. If every man, who may have been a mason, 
at some period of his life, is entitled to it, or receives 
it, we have gained nothing by its adoption. Much 
credit is due to Bro. Herring, our Grand Secretary, for 
his efforts in perfecting the system in this State, and 
whatever laxity or good nature other Grand Secreta- 
ries may exhibit, we beg to assure our brethren a- 


; broad, that they can hand over to the Tyler any ap- 


plicant, from this State, who will exhibit a Certificate 


> of three months date, with the confession that ‘‘ it is 


If 3 


any of our readers ponder this question, so as to ar- 
rive at some satisfactory answer, we shall be pleased ; 


to know the course of omdy they woeld recommend. 
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A NEW CASE FOR ¢ CONSIDERATION. 


A few days since a Brother, aged and apparently 
respectable, called on us, for Masonic aid, stating that 
he was from Philadelphia, and was then on his way 
to Vermont, with his wife and children, who, with 
himself, were destitute of means. He produced 
a Grand Lodge Certificate, duly attested, from the G. 
Lodge of Pennsylvania, dated Feburary, 1845, and 
there is nodoubt,put that he is the person therein 
named. He afterwards desired to lay his case before 
one of our Lodges, and was accordingly examined as 
a visitor, and took his seat. 
the fact was disclosed that he had not been a member 
of any lodge for upwards of three years, although, his 
certificate is scarcely three months old. We may be 
in error, but it strikes us, that this is wrong. No 
brother should be entitled toa Grand Lodge Certifi- 
cate unless he is in regular standing, as a member of 
some subordinate Lodge at the time ; unless, perhaps, 
under some peculiar circumstances, where the Grand 
Secretary; has the best internal evidence, that no im. 
proper use will be made of it. 

In the case before us, the applicant may be every 
way worthy, although itis a matter of surprise, tha; 
the Masonic Bodies of Philadelphia, should allow a 
worthy brother, long a resident, to ask of the Albany 
brethren, assistance to remove him and his family to 
another State. The wrong, in our view, rests in grant. 
ing the Certificate to a man who has been more than 
three years unknown to the fraternity, and who for 
ought we know, may have no other claim on masonic 
sympathy, than any other mendicant, who can frame 
a pitiful tale. The objects of Grand Lodge Certificates 
are to guard against imposition, not to convince the 
brethren that A. B. has at some future time, been En. 
tered, Passed and Raised, in some regular Lodge ; for 
no Lodge in the land regards paper testimony in open- 
ing the door to an applicant. The beginning and end 
of a Grand Lodge Certificate is to tell us that brother 
A.B. is worthy of our confidence and esteem, and an 


During the examination, > 
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upwards of three years, since he has been a member 
of any Lodge.” 
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ARKANSAS. 


The Grand Lodge of Arkansas, held their annual 


} communication at the city of Little Rock, Nov- 4, 


1844. Seven Lodges in attendance. 

The business transacted was mostly of a local nature, 
such as the examination of the by-laws and returns of 
work of the Lodges,the election of Grand Officers, &c. 

Charters were granted for the constitution of Mount 
Lion Lodge, No. 10, at Batesville ; Mount Horeb 
Lodge, No. 11, at Camden; Mount Carmel Lodge, 
No. 12, at Magnolia. 
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The committee on foreign correspondence made a : 
very good report from eleven sister Grand Lodges.— ' 
We are gratified to mention this fact, as showing that ; 
this young sister is not likely to follow in the footsteps + 
of many of her elders, by shutting up in her archives ° 


the communications from other Grand Lodges, with 
the stereotyped remark, that they are all barren of in- 
teresting matter. The report speaks in terms of ad- 
miration of the address of the R. W. D. G. M. of 
New York, at the opening of the last annual Grand 
Lodge, and unite in the sentiments of the protest sent 
to the Grand Lodge of the Three Globes at Berlin, in 
relation to the exelusion of Israelites ; the material 
parts of which are quoted at length. It. notices also 
** with heartfelt satisfaction that in many of the states, 
the Grand Lodges have commenced and are carrying 


forward the great work of Charity, with a spirit ex. ° 


emplifying their professions of benevolence. They 
are establishing schools for the education of the chil- 
dren of our deceased indigent brethren, and extending 
the blessings of light and knowledge to many, who 
might otherwise have remained in ignorance and pov- 
erty.” In connection with the complaint of the Grand 
Lodge of Ohio on the subject of making Masons of 
citizens of that State in other Masonic jurisdictions, 
the Arkansas committee also complain of a citizen of 
that State who had been rejected, having been honored 
with the three degrees soon afterwards in Alabama. 
On the 2d of January 1845, an emergent meeting of 
the Grand Lodge was held, when the M. W. Grand 
Master announced in a feeling and appropriate man- 
ner, the very sudden decease of Brother Gen. Joun 
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Crarx, of Golden Square Lodge, No.8. Arrange- 
ments were made to pay the last tribute of respect to 
his memory, on the following day, when a grand pro- 
cession was formed under the direction of the Grand 
Marshall, and proceeded with the corpse to the cham- 
ber of the State Senate, (of which body the deceased 
$ brother was a member,) where a funeral oration was 
pronounced, after which his remains were deposited 
in Mount Holly Cemetery, in ample form. 

January 8, 1845.—The Grand Lodge ordered Grand 
Lodge certificates to be issued, signed by the G. Mas- 
ter, Grand Secretary and Grand Treasurer, under the 
seal of the Grand Lodge. 

The Grand Officers for the present year are 


The M. W. Joseph Grubb, Grand Master, 
R. W. B. P. Jett, 8. G. W. 

Richard P. Pulliam, J. G. W. 
David J. Baldwin, G. Sec. 
Roderick L. Dodge, G. Trea. 
Rev. Juba Estabrook, G. Chaplain, 
Wm. Adams, 8S, G. D. 
Wa. Byers, J.G. D. 
Geo. C. Powell, G. Sword Bearer, 
J. 8. Houston, G. Marshal, 
Alden Sprague, G. Lecturer, 
John Minnikin 
John @. Walker, ¢ G Stewards. 
Hugh Brogan, G. Tiler. 


MICHIGAN. 


At the Annual Communication of the Rt. W. Grand 
Lodge of Michigan, at the city of Detroit, on the 
second Wednesday of January last, the following 
Brethren were duly elected Grand Officers for the en- 
suing year, and subsequently installed and proclaimed 
¢ as such, viz: 

M. W. John Mullet, Grand Master, 

Rt. W. Ebenezer Hall, D. G. M. 
Calvin Hotchkiss, Sen. G. W. 
Joshua B. Taylor, Jun. G. W. 
E. Smith Lee, G. Secretary. 
Levi Cook, G. Treasurer. 


TEXAS. 

At the Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge 
of Texas, the Most Worshipful P. G. Master, Anson 
Jones, President of the Republic, presented his cre- 
dentials as representative of the Grand Lodge of the 
State of New York, and was received with testimoni- 
als of Fraternal Welcome and Masonic Honors. We 
have great pleasure in laying before our readers, the 
following extracts from the Minutes of the Grand 
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Lodge, held at the town of Washington, on the 21st of 
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§ January, 1845. 

“The Rt. W. Grand Secretary announced to the M. 

W. Grand Master that the Rt. W. Bro. Anson Jones 
was near, and ready to present his credentials as Rep- 

$ 

: 

| 


resentative of the M. W. Grand Lodge of the State of 


New York. Whereupon by order of the M. W. Gr. 
Master, the G. Secretary and P. D. G. Master, Tho- 
mas G. Western withdrew, and in a few moments re- 
turned, accompanied by the Rt. W. Anson Jones, who 
was received in due and ample form. Being present- 
ed by the Grand Secretary with the following re- 
marks :— . 


ee 
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Most Wonsuirprut Granp Mastrer— 
I have the pleasure of introducing to you, and to -, 
this Rt. W. Grand Lodge, our Past Grand Master, « 
Rt. W. Anson Jones, who appears here for the first 
time as Representative of the Rt. W. Grand Lodge of 
the State of New York; and I cannot without great 
violence to my feelings, refrain from giving utterance 
tosome of the emotions of universal regard, which 
must fill the bosom of every true Brother of the Mys- 
tic Tie, in participating in the interchange of the 
manifestations of friendship between brethren of dis- 
tant parts of the earth, and more especially with the 
Grand Lodge of the State of New York, where our 
beloved Institution has stood with her antique locks 


> streaming in the storms for ages—with her benign 


brow unsullied by the torrents of revolution and the 
virulence of political phrenzy, and unscathed by the 
shafts of the demon spirit of ignornnce and supersti- 
tion so furiously hurled at her.- ‘‘ With peace on 
earth, and good will to men” for her polar star, she 
stands in her primitive purity, immutable as the uai- 
versal principle of truth. 

Sir, I congratulate you and my Brethren of this Gr. 
Lodge upon so favorable an event as this appointment 
—fully confident that it will tend to promote the 
** grand design.” 

The Delegate then in a happy and felicitous ad- 
dress, presented his credentials to the M. W. Grand 
Master as follows :— 

Most Worsuiprut, Granp Master— 


The M. W. Grand Lodge of the State of New York 
has conferred upon me the distinguished trust of rep- 
resenting her in this M. W. Grand Lodge, and I have 
now the pleasure of placing in your hands the creden. 
tials of my appointment. 


On presenting you these credentials, M. W. Grand 
Master, I embrace the occasion to express to you the 
views which the Grand Lodge of New York entertain 
concerning the general polity of Freemasonry, and the 
reasons which have actuated her in adopting the Rep- 
resentative system. 

She regards the whole Masonic Fraternity as one 
body, only separate for the convenient exercise of the 
fundamental laws of the order, and necessary disei- 
pline, into distinct, local and territorial jurisdictions, 
denominated Lodges and Grand Lodges; all having 
one general Constitution and one set of Landmarks 
which are not to be violated anywhere, or for any 
temporary or local purpose, without incurring the 
disapprobation of the great commonwealth of the Fra. 
ternity. 

* Each Grand Lodge is regarded as sovereign and su- 
preme, exercising all the functions of a regular gov- 
ernment over Masons and Masonry within its territory, 
or at its pleasure where no such government has been 
established. It is important, therefore, to the whole 
order, dispersed as it is over the earth, that every 
where it-should be known what each party to the 
covenant is performing. To this end constant inter- 
course is necessary, and the Representative system so 
useful and important a link in the chain of Union 
amongst national governments, has been adopted for 
universal use by Masonic governments. Among these 
governments and for these purposes, the M. W. Gr. 
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’ of the Temple, is proposed to be extended, so as to 


Lodge of the State of New York has been forward in 
adopting this system. 

The duty, therefore, which I shall be called upon to 
perform here by that Grand Lodge, is a pleasing and 
a grateful one. It will be to use my best endeavors 
to cultivate the most friendly relations between the 
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Grand Lodge, which I have the distinguished honor : 


to represent, and the Grand Lodge to which I am ac- 
credited, and te strengthen the ties of Brotherly affec- 


° the globe. 
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embrace within its administration, all the labors em- 
employed in the erection of our ‘* moral and Masonic 


edifice.” Ina spirit of earnest and zealous co-opera- | 


tion, the Grand Lodge of Texas will unite with their 
distant Brethren in the accomplishment of the work, 
thus commenced upon a foundation co-extensive with 
For this structure ‘‘ wisdom hath hewn 


° out her seven pillars;” and obedient to her voice of in- 


tion, which now so happily exist between them ; thus ° 
to promote the prosperity of the Masonic family—to ° 
protect the Unity, lotegrity and Purity of the Order, ‘ 


and to confirm its utility, and honor. 


In the promo- ° 


tion of these great and important objects, I feel well 3 
assured I shall receive the hearty co-operation of your- « 
self, and the Rt. W. Brethren over whom you are now ° 


called to preside. 


In conclusion, M. W. Grand Master, I beg leave to 


present to you, and through you to the M. W. Grand 


high aud fraternal respect and esteem entertainéd for ‘ 
you, by the M. W. Grand Lodge of the State of New | 


York, with her hearty goo#wishes entertained for 


‘your continued happiness and prosperity, individually 


aod collectively, and to tender to you, in her behalf, 
as I now do, the right hand of fellowship and frater- 


-nal affection. 


This address was responded to, by the Rt. W. E. 
Allen, D. G. M. (P. T.) in the following manner :— 
Most Woxrtuy BaorHer— 

In behalf of the Grand Lodge of the Republie of 
Texas, and by the command of its M. W. Grand Mas- 
ter,I greet you, at yourentrance into this apartment of 
the imaged temple of our ancient order, as the accredi- 
ted representative of the Grand Lodge of New York, 
with cordial welcome and fraternal! salutations. 

Be assured that the sentiments of our Brethren in 
that State, communicated by you as their delegate on 
this occasion, in relation to the ‘‘ representative sys. 
tem,” as connected with the interests and progress of 
Masonry, are reciprocated by the members of this G. 
Lodge; who, with them, regard the Institution in the 
light of an universal commonwealth, establishe1 for 
the exercise and dispensation of benevolence and chari- 
ty ; and that those peculiar relations which subsist 
between the subordinate and Grand Lodges within the 
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respective jurisdictions of the latter, may happily be $ 
extended andperfected into an organized,systematicand § 
intimate inter-communication between the variousGr. 3 
2 civil architecture, a sacred one, which drew its em- 3 
blematic types in the spectacle which nature offers to ; 


Lodges throughout the world. We regard this sys- 


tem as one of comparatively easy consumation ; and, ; 


with the fullest confidence in its successful and efficient 
operation, joyfully aaticipate its pleasing results. 
the G.L. which yourepresent, justly belongs the high 


> our eyes. 
To $ 


praise of forming with us, the first link in this chain ; 


of fraternal communication. 


This consideration en- > 


titles the brethren of that jurisdiction to our peculiar ; 
° The members of this corporation enjoyed a great es- 


regard, and adds.to the interest attached to the occa- 
sion of your present reception as their delegate ; while 
it evinces their triumph, surrounded and menaced by 
the discordant elements of blind Anti-Masonry, so 
recently gathered and directed against them. 

By the operations of the Representative system, the 
order of government, associated with the memory of 
our ancient Grand Master, and with the construction 


wee? 


> teem, and held an elevated rank in society. 
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» can be prepared. 
Lodge of the Republic of Texas, the assurances of | we 


vitation, from the high places,the Craftsmen will enter 
the common Temple, in whose ample courts, brethren, 
though separated by ocean and mountain barriers, may 
yet emphatically ‘‘ dwell together in unity,” pleasant 


** as the dews of Hermon, as the dew that descended ° 
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upon the mountains of Zion, when the Lord command- 


ed his blessing.” 
The other transactions of this Grand Lodge shall 


be spread before our readers as soon as an abstract ; 


For the American Masonic Register. 
ORIGIN OF FREE-MASONRY. 
BY M. CLAVEL. 
Translated from the French, by 
BROTHER CONSTANTINE SARGINT, 
Member of the Lodge of Strict Observance, No. #1, New York. 


It was the general custom of the people of antiquity, 
to teach secretly, the sciences, the artsand handcrafts. 


Among the Egyptians for example, the Priests formed - 


separate classés, which all gave themselves up to the 


teaching of special branches of human knowledge.— 


Each class made its pupils to pass by a determined 
series of studies, proper to the science, which it pro- 
fessed, and submitted them besides, for each degree 
of the noviciate to proofs which had for aim, to assure 
themselves of their calling, and added also a mystery, 
the knowledge of which was hid.to the public. 


The 2 


other casts proceeded inthe same manner, in the teach- > 


ing of the arts and trades which were of their domain, 
The Persians, the Chaldeans, the Greeks, the Ro- 


mans, the Gauls, adopted this method of which we 
find traces among the modern nations up to the end of } 


Even to-day the English traditionally, ; 


employ the word ‘‘ mystery” as synonimous to handi- » 


crafts. 


Like all the other sciences, Architecture was taught ; 


in secret among the Egyptians. 


They had besides the > 


The young persons of every cast,who were 3 


there instructed, were also at the same time initiated 
* inio the mysteries of religion, and formed outside of ; 
the Priesthood, a distinct corporation, who in the de- 


signs traced by the priests, built the Temples and oth- 
er monuments consecrated to the worship of the Gods.* 


We yet 
seek in the ruins of the city of Syene in Egypt, a suit 
* it appears that is was originally the same in India, where the 

drew their religious and civil institutions. Although, 
since along time the tradition of ancient connection with the priest- 
hood is , nevertheless, even in our days, the Hindoo Masons and 
Carpenters are taken in all the casts of the nation, and decorate 
themselves without opposition, with the sacred ribbon of Brahmins, 
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dies ; they remount to the age of the Pharaohs of the 
eighteenth dynasty, and form a part of the Royal 
Crypt Some of them belong to Chiefs of Work, or 
to inspectors of the quaries of Silsilis. 

The Egyptians carried into Greece their mysteries, 
and the institutions which depended on them. Among 
the Greeks, according to Pliatarch, Osiris took the 
name of Bacchus, Isis that of Ceres; and the Egyp- 
tian Pamilia became the great Dionysia. We must 
not then be surprised that the organization of the sa- 
cred architects was the same in both countries. 

The priests of Dionysius or Bacchuy, were the first 
who built theatres, and who instituted dramatic rep- 
restntations, which in the ,beginning, were closely 
bound to the worship of God. The architects charged 
with the construction of these edifices, held to the 
priesthood by initittion ; they called them dionysian 
workmen, or dionysiasts. 

About a thousand years before our era, the myster- 
ies of Bacchus were established in Asia Minor, by a 
colony of Greeks. There the dionysian workmen per- 
fected their art,and carried it to that degree of sublimi-. 
ty, which is testified by the rains, still extant of the 
monuments which they raised. They had the exclu- 
sive privilege of constructing the temples, the theatres 
and the other public edifices in allthe country. There 
they became very numerous, and we find them again 


dia. é 

Their organization at ‘Teos, which the king of Per- 
gamus assigned to them a dwelling, about three hund- 
red years before Christ, offers a striking resemblance 
to that of the Free-masons at the end of the XVII. 
century. They had a peculiar initiation of words and 
signs of recognition. They were divided into separate 
communities like Lodges, which they called colleges, 
synods, societies, and which were distinguished by 


community of the ‘Companions of Eschives, &c.— 


Master, and of Presidents or Wardens, whom they 
chose annually. 
Brethren made use symbolically of the tools of their 
profession. They had atcertain periods, banquets and 
general assemblies in which they awarded prizes to 
to the most able workmen. 
owed succor and assistance to the indigent and the 
sick. To those who had merited well of the fraterni- 
ty, they raised funeral monuments, as we yet see the 


gregated in quality of patrons and members of honor, 
and accrding to a tumulary inscription reported by 


Peragmus belonged byjthisgtitle to the society. 
In the Mother-Country, the Dionysians were organ- 


them, peculiar privileges.* 


spread in Egypt and Syria. It must have had also es- 


—_—_a, 


*See for that which concerns the dionysians,Strabo BookIV. Anlus 
Gellas book VIII. Asiatic Antiquity of Chischall, Ionian Antiquit 
«{ the society of Deletanti, Voyages of Chandler, Robison’s proofs 
fa Conspiracy, Lawrie’s History of Masonry. 
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of tombs, hollowed outto receive the embalmed bo. 





under the same name in Syria, in Persia, and in In- | 


_ Tabernacle, made allusion to the twelve months of 


$ ple had the same symbolic signification, for we read $ 


special titles, such as the community of Attalus, the ; 


; , $ tained in the lecture of the Orator of the Lodge of 
In their secret ceremonies, the 


$ that the Free-masons who claim to issue from the 
’ Jewish and Tyrian builders, interpret the emblems of 


: $ their Temples. 
The rich among them, ; 


> ligious association, whose origin, they made to re. 
? mount to the period of the construction of the Temple of 


‘ : : : ’ . ‘ Solomon,and whose members were called Khasideans or 
vestiges in the cemetrics of Siver Hissar and Eraki.— $ 


Persons ignorant of the art of building were often ag- ° 
; order of Knights of the Temple of Jerusalem, for they 


Chandler, it is very probable that Attalus II, King of ; 


ized in the same way ; the laws of Solon conceeded to > 


We have seen this corporation was principally Christian Charch have spoken with equal veneration, 


tablishments in Phenicia, a neighboring country, at an : Joos was initiate. 
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epoch in which all nations copied each other. If. it 
was prematurely unknown in Judea, which is not 
probable, because, according-to the Bible, the Jews of 
Egyptian origin, like the Phenecians had performed in 
Egypt the trade of Masons, it must have been intro- } 
duced there at thetime of the construction of the Tem- 
ple of Solomon, only it had a different name in the 
country, the Jewish mysteries being connected with a 
different God to Bacchus. 

The Jewish Masons, were certainly bound to an 
organization, which extended beyond Judea. The 
Bible shows them as mixing with the Syrian Masons, 
notwithstanding the ordinary repugnance of the Israel. : 
ites for strangers, and the Masonic traditions ‘which 
we must not despise, inform us, that the workmen who 
contributed towards the building of the Temple, re- ; 
cognized each other by means of Secret words: ‘and ; 
signs, similar to those which were employed by the. 
Masons of other countries. There was above all, be- 
tween the Jews and the Syrians, a conformity of alle. 
gorical genius, particularly in that which related to 
Sacred Architecture. According to Josephus, the 
Temple of Jerusalem; was constructed on the same 
plan, in the same spirit, and by the same Architect as 
the Temple of Hercules and of Astartes of Tyre; “The 
proportions and the measures of the Tabernacle/-says 
that author ‘‘ demonstrate that it was-an-imitatien of 
the system of the universe.” By the developement of 
this assertion we see, for example, that the twelve } 
loaves of proposition, which were enclosed in the 


the year, the seventy pieces of the chandelier, to the 
deacons. or seventy divisions of the constellations, 
the seven lights of the chandelier to the seven planets, 
&e. It is not then an opinion put forth by Josephus, 
in order to make his court to the Romans, whose Tem- 


in the Proverbs of Solomon, this characteristic’ pas- ¢ 
sage: ‘* The Sovereign Wisdom, has built his House, 





mives ’ he has shewn its seven Columns,” and to this purpose 
Each of these tribes was under the direction of a ° 4 


if we will recollect the explanations which are con- 


Master ; we will remark that it is in the same sense, 


Besides there existed very anciently in Judea, a re- 


Hhasideans. ‘‘Scaliger,” ‘‘says Basnage,” makes of the 
Khasideans, a brotherhood of devouts, or rather an 


were specially associated for the purpose of preser- 
ving that building and ornamenting the porches. We 
agree in recognizing, that it is from the bosom of this 
society, that is come the celebrated sect of the Esseni- 
ans, of whom both the Jews and the Fathers of the 


and to the mysteries of which, Eusebius pretends that 


The Essenians formed separate communities, which 
were united with each other, by the ties of fraternity. 
The goods of all were the property of each, and ail 
the members indistinctively could use of them, for 
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their personal wants. The Essenians oceupied them- 
selves with the exercise of mechanical professions.— 
They constructed for themselves their habitations, and 
it is probable that they did not confine themselves to 
the private employment of their architeetural know- 
ledge. They had mysteries and an initiation ; the as- 
pirants were submitted to three years of trial, and 
after their reception, they were decorated with a 
white apron. Philo of Alexandria, who gives some 
details of the Egyptiens of Egypt or Therapeutes, 
says especially, that when they were assembled, and 
listened to the instructions of their chiefs, they carried 
their left hands in a position, which would be easily 
recognized by Free-masons. It agrees also with the 
position attributed by Macrobius, to the Venus, weep- 
ing for the death of Adonis whose mysteries altogeth- 
er Phenicjan, were celebrated at Tyre from whence 
was sent Hiram, the Architect of the Temple of Solo- 
mon. Could it not be that Philo, who wrote in Egypt 
where the Dionysians were established, has not cited 
this circumstance, to give us to understand that the 
association of the Esseneans were in community of 
mysteries with them, without which, it would not 
offer anything but a puerile indication! But Basnage 
says, that the Esseneans professed diverse mysteries 
of the Egyptians ; and we have shown that these mys- 
teries were at the bottom, the same as those of the 
Dionysians.* 

It woald be difficult not to infer from the similari- 
ties which preceded, that the Jewish Masons and the 
Dionysians formed an only and same association, un- 
der different names ; nevertheless, itis not we must 
acknowledge, but a simple conjecture, to which there 
will always be wanting the sanction of positive facts. 
We do not find in fact, in the authors, any precise 
text, which formally supports it, and this important 
histo ica) point, is condemned to remain for ever sur- 
rounded by incertitude and doubt. 

It is not thus, with the connections which have ex- 
isted between the Dionysians and the corporations of 
Roman Architects. Their connections are historical- 
ly established. Towards the year 714 before our era, 
Numa, instituted at Rome colleges of artisans, (col- 
legia artificum) at the head of which were the colle- 
ges of architects, (collegia faborum). They desig. 
nated also, these agregations under the names of socie- 
ties, fraternities, (sodalitates, fraternitates). Their 
primitive members were Greeks, whom Numa had 
caused {o come expressly from Attica, to organize 
From the same period dates at Rome, the es- 
tablishment of the liberalia or feast of Bacchus. 

The eighth of the twelve tables, drawn as we know, 
from the Legislation of Solon, contained the general 
dispositions applicable to the Roman colleges. These 
associations had the right of making special statutes, 
ani conclu:ling contracts, provided that the one and 
the other were not in opposition to the laws of the 
State. They had a distinct jurisdiction and judges.— 
The colleges of architects were of those who 
enjoyed immunity from taxes, and this freedom, 
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. which we have been describing, 


‘priests of Lamaism, a a setighes de- 
Fived from Indi, the same the rel ion of the Egyptians. See in 
cagpers ef Beat ve wey oe Masons, on the Essenians, 
, the Fible, Exodus 1. Chap. 11. Josephus nities, Chap. vir. 
~j VU. Philo ie vita contemplative. H ; Marcobius, 
commentary oo the dream of Scippio. Beanega'e History of the Jews; 
book of the Curaites, ; Eusebius, Preparat, Evangel, &c., &c. 


r ‘t is ‘vemashoble ‘that the 
and considered as sacred by 


POO AS OP 


LLL LAA PPPS 


AMERICAN MASONIC REGISTER. 


PALPAPAP PPP LDL PALL PLD PAL LDA PPAPAAPALAA AIAN 


ie EEE SE LEE EE LEN EEE ES RS NNER AAA ENN ES A AAA AAA AAA AAA AAAS AAA AAS 


PPP APP PP PAP LDP PDD LDP IPD LL PADD ALD PPD PBL PL 


which was continued to the corporations of constraet- 
ing artizans during the middle ages, was the origin of 
the name of Free-masons, given to their members. 

The Roman colleges existed at the same time, both 
as civil societies and religious institutions and their 
relation to the State and the priesthood were deter- 
mined with precision by the law. They held their as- 
semblies with closed doors, and they excluded the pro- 
fane. The Maceriea, Lodges in which they met, were 
ordinarily situated in the vicinity of the temples of | the 
divinities whieh they venerated the most, and of 
which the priests employed them either as construc- 
tors or furnishers of sacred utensils. In these assem- 
blies where the decisions were taken by the majority 
of voices, the brothers concerted on the distribution 
and execution of the work, and they initiated the new 
members in the secrets of their arts and their special 
mysteries, of which one of the characteristic traits was 
the symbolic employment of the working tools of their 
profession. The brothers were divided inte three 
classes ; Apprentices, Companions and Masters ; they 
engaged themselves by oath, to render each other re- 
ciprocal succor and assistance ; they rcognized each 
other by secret signs, and by diplomas, which were 
given to them, and. which helped to establish their 
quality. Their presidents elected for five years, were 
called ( Magistri), Masters. ‘They had ancients (Se- 
niores), Wardens ; censors, treasurers, who collected 
the monthly taxation required of each of them ; keep- 
ers of the seals, archjvests, secretaries, special doc- 
tors, and serving brothers or tylers. They had the 
faculty of admitting as honorary members, persons 
who did not belong to their profession ;. but because 
this privilege opened some times the door to the ad- 
mission of Schismatics, religious and political, the 
emperors revoked some times the grant; and there 
were laws which fixed, at least in regard to some col- 
leges, the number of members of which it might be 
com pesed. 

Successively the colleges became the theatre of all 
the foreign initiations, they opened themselves to all 
the secret doctrines ; and we must believe that it is 
by this means that have been transmitted to us the 
Hebraic mysteries ; which the Free-masons profess 
yet to this day. In fact, we see, from the reign of Ju- 
lius Ceasar. the Jews authorized to hold their Syna- 
gogues in Rome, and in many cities of the empire at 
the time of Augustus, many Roman Knights judaised, 
and publicly observed the Sabbath. In process of 
time, Christianism, made similar invasion in the col- 
leges after having vainly attempted to obtain for its 
secretaries, nominally the rights and privileges of the 
corporations. 

The colleges of artisans, and principally those which 
professed the business necessary to religious, civil, na- 
val and hydraulic architecture, spread themselves 
from Rome into the municipal cities, and into the pro- 
vinces. When it was intended in a city, to construct 
a Temple, a church or a palace, these corporations 
were convoked by the Emperor from places the most 
remote, in order that they should occupy themselves 
in common at those works. Independently of the col- 
leges of architects established at fixed places in the 
cities ; there were also following the legions, small 
architectural corporations, whose mission was to trace 
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the plan ofall military constructions, such as entrench- 
ed camps, strutegetia roads, bridges, triumphal arch- 
es, trophies, &c., &c. ; and who directed the soldiers in 
the material execution of these works. ll these co- 
porations, both civil and military, composed in ma- 
jority of able and learned artists, contributed to spread 
the manners, the arts and the literature of the Ro- 
mans, wherever that nation carried their victorious 


in all their vigor. The invasion of the barbarians 
reduced them to a small number ; and they continued 
to decline, so long as those ignorant and ferocious 
men, preserved the worship of their Gods. But when 
they were converted to christianism, the corporations 
flourished anew. The priests, who caused themselves 
to be admitted in them as honorary members and pat. 
rons, gave them a useful impulse, and actively -em. 
ployed them in building churches and monasteries.— 
Under the Lombard domination,they shone with great 
eclat, in Italy. They appeared at that period under 
the name of free-corporations and brotherhoods. The 
most celebrated were those of Como ; and we’read in 
Muraton, that they had acquired on this point, such 
superiority, that little of Magistri Comacine, Masters 
of Como, became the generic name of all the members 
of the corporations of architects. Their primitive 
organization was maintained until then. They had al- 
ways their secret teachings and their mysteries, which 
they denominated Cabala; they had their jurisdic- 
tion and their own particular judges,their immunities, 
and their franchises. 

Seon their number multiplied ad infinitum, and 
Lombardy which they had covered with religious edi- 
fices, did no more suffice to occupy the whole of them. 
Some of them, united themselves there, and constitu- 
ted themselves into a single Grand Association, or 


arms. 
The colleges existed until the fall of the empire, in 
; 
; 
Q 
: 
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Christianity recently established, wanted still Chur- 
ches and monasteries. The popes seconded this de- 
sign ; it was agreeable to them, to aid in the propaga. 
tion of the faith by the majestic spectacle of vast Ba- 
silicas and by all the deceits of the arts with which 
they surrounded their worship. They conferred on 
the new corporation, and on those, who should after- 
wards follow them with the same object, a monopoly 
which embraced christianity entire, and which they 
supposed by all the guarantees and all the inviolabiiity 
which their spiritual supremacy permitted them to 
stamp on it. The diplomas which they delivered to 
this effect, to the corporations, granted them protec- 
tion and exclusive privilege to build all religious edi- 
fices ; it conceded to them, ‘‘ the right of holding di- 
rectly and solely from the popes,” and freed them 
“from all local laws and statutes, royal edicts, muni- 
cipal regulations, concerning either the seignoria! tax, 
or all other imposition obligatory on the inhabitants 
of the country.” The members of the corporations 
had the privilege, ‘‘ of fixing themselves the rate of 
their wages, and exclusively to regulate in their gene- 
ral Chapters, all that which belonged to their inter- 
nal government.” It was forbid, ‘‘ to all artists who 
Were not admitted into the society, to establish any 
competition, to its prejudice, and to all sovereigns 
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Brotherhood, for the purpase of going to exercise their 
industry, beyond the Alps; in all the countries where ; 
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from sustaining their subjects in such rebelion against 
the church.” And it was expressively enjoined to all, 
** to repeat these letters of credit, and to obey these 
orders under the penalty of excommunication.” The 
Popes, justified these absolute proceedings, ‘‘ by the 
example of Hiram, King of Tyre; when he sent archi- 
tects to King Solomon, to build the Temple of Jeru- 
salem. a 

Nevertheles, it is worthy of remark, that the great. 
est part of the members of those coporations, were of 
communions opposed to the Popes, as we see the proof 
in the buildings themselves, by certain marks which 
the Masons made there, and of which Doctor Kranse 
has giving an ample collection. 

Composed altogether of Italians, the Masonic as- 
sociation, did not delay to admit into their ranks, the 
artists of all all countries where they were con- 
structing buildings. It is thus that there entered in it, 
successively, Greeks, Spaniards, Portuguese, French, 
Belgians, English and Germans. Priests and mem- 
bers of the monastic and military orders, caused them- 
selves also to be received in great numbers, and co- 
operated in their works as architects, and even as 
simple workmen. Some of the latter detached them- 
selves afterwards, and formed separate societies with 
the special purpose of building bridges and highways, 
and to defend travellers against the aggressions of the 
evil doers, who invested the roads. Of this number 
were the brothers bridge makers, who occupied them- 
selves specially to that which concerned the bridges. 
We find them established in Avignon in 1178. It was 
they who built the bridge of that city, and almost all 
the bridges of province, Avignon, Loraine and the 
Lyonaise. 

We find the corporations of construction, working 
in all the countries. They built in the 13th and 14th 
centuries of Cologne and Meissen, towards 1440 that 
Valenciennes. It was they who built after the year 
1385 the famous convent of Batathia in Portugal, and 
the monastery of Mount Cassin in Italy. The most 
vast monuments in France, England and Scotland are 
their work. On all their constructions they have im- 
printed their symbolic mark. Thus in the dome of 
Wartzburgh before the door of the chamber of the 
dead, we see on one side, on the chapter of a column, 
the mysterious inscriptions of J. and on the other 
the word B. on the shaft ofthe column. Thus also 
thé figure of Christ, which occupies the top of the 
right front gate of the church of St. Dennis, has the 
hand in a position well known to Masons of this day. 

Wherever the corporations presented themselves, 
they had at their head a chief who governed them, 
and for each ten men, they elected one, who, under 
the name of master, governed the other nine. They 
at first elected temporary buildings around the place 
where they would build. Afterwards they regularly 
organized the services, and then put themselvess to la- 
bor. When want made itself felt, they sent to receive 
aid from the other associations. To the poor they ask- 
ed for daily labour, and to the rich for materials and 
means for transportation which were granted to them, 
by the spirit of religion. When their work was fin- 
ished, they raised their camp, and went to seek for 
other work elsewhere. 


The Abbe Grandidier has preserved to us from an 
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old register, of the tribe of Masons of Strasbourg, 


erected the cathedral of that city. This edifice was 
commenced in 1277 under the direction of Hewin de 
Steinbach, was not finished before 1439, The Ma- 
sons whe built it were composed of Masters, Com- 
panions and Apprentices, The place where they as- 
sembled was called hutte (Lodge,) the same as the 


their profession, they carried them as badges. 
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some valuable information on the association which « 


» of the Corporation of Architects in France. 


Master, Stephen Rulzislorfer, of Zurich, was sum- 
moned in consequence before the Diet ; and, as he did 
not appear to defend himself, the system was sup- 
pressed throughout the whole Helvetic Confederation. 

‘* There are hardly any documents left which speak 
However, ° 


vere enwmnr 


’ it is easy to find in the greater part of the churches of ° 
¢ the country numerous traces of their existence ; and 3} 
Roman macia. They used emblematically the tools of | 


They : 


had for principal badges, the square, the compass and | 


the level. 


They recognized each other by particular ¢ 


signs and words, which they called das wortzeichen 


signs of words, and der grass and of greeting. 


The ° 


Apprentice, Companion and Master were received } 


with ceremonies to which silence presided. They ad- 


> the sixteenth century. Atthis period, and in conse- 


mitted as free affiliated persons, who did not belong to } 


the trade of Masons. 


We see this the well known ; 
-sign which served as a sign and mark to John Gue- 


’ minger, editor of Strasbaurg, in 1525, a period in which ; 
the corporation was still in vigor and force in that | 
, city. 


The Fraternity of the city of Strasbourg became cele- 


, brated all over the world, All the others agreed to 
, recognize its authority, and it received in consequence 
¢ the name of Haupt hutte or Grand Lodge. The hutten 
* or Lodges, which were thus rallied to it, were those 


of Suabia, Hisse, Barania, Trunconia, Saxony, Thu- 


;. aingin, and the countries situated along the banks of $ 


the Moselle. 


§ at Rattisboune in 1459, and there composed on the 23d 
» April, the act of confraternity which established as ° 
’ enly and perpetual Grand Masters of the general fra- 
¢. ternity of Free Masons of Germany, the chief of the ¢ 
Builders of the Cathedral of Strasbourg, The Emper- | 
‘ or Maximilian, confirmed this establishment by diplo, ; 


ma given in the city in 1498. Successively Charles the 


» Fifth, Ferdinand and their successors renewed them. 
¢ Another Grand Lodge which existed at Vienna, and 


« risdiction, all the Lodges or hutten of Switzerland, had < 


on which depended the Lodges of Hungary and Syria ; 
the Grand Lodge of Zurich, which had under her ju- 


recourse to the fraternity of Strasburg in grave and 
doubtful cases. She had an independent and sovereign 


> jurisdiction, and judged without appeal, all causes 


, of the society. 


which were brought to her , to the rules and statutes 
These statutes were received and 


¢ printed in the year 1563." 


*€ Heldmana and Tillier have collected curious de- 


’ tails relative to the history of the Masonic eorporation 


in Switzerland during the same period. According to 
their authority we find it commencing, in 1421, the 


. construction of the Cathedral of Berne, under the su. 


perintencence of Mathew Heinz of Strasbourg, and con- 


+ tinuing it successfully under Matthew (Esinger, who 


built the dome of Ulin,and his sonVincent(singer. Berne 


‘ then the seat of the Helvetic Gr, Lodge. After the was 
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erection of the Cathedral of this city was completed in 
1502, the Grand Lodge was transferred to Zurich. In 
1522, the brotherhood having mixed itself up with 
matters unconnected with the art of building, the Grand 
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‘Phe print has for title, Statutes agd Regulatians of the fraternity 

of stone cutters, renewed at the conferrence of the Grand Lodge of 

sburgh on St. Micheel’s day, anno Lucis MDLXIU., a first re- 
vision of these statutes was made aboft the years 1459 and 1468. 
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The masters of these hutten assembled 3 . P 
¢ forward called on to adjudicate only in such disputes 


the subject of breaches of contract or badly executed 
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the history of England states that, on various occasions 3 
previously to the eleventh century, many of them were > 
invited to that country to co-operate in the construction } 
of churches, castles, and fortifications. According to ° 
a German writer well versed in the history of the ; 
brotherhood of architecture, these societies had very $ 
much increased in France, and were in existence up to 


quence of their dissolution, the jurisdiction of the 
Grand lodge of Strasburgh, on which latterly they had 
been dependent, had almost ceased, and in 1707, it had 
become extinct throughout Germany. In fact, the 
Diet of the empire passed an act on the 16th of March, 
abrogating their jurisdiction, as well as that exercised 5 
by the Grand Lodge of Vienna, and that of Magde- 
burgh, which was more recently established, and or- 
dering all future trials that might arise among Masons 
to be submitted to the decision of the civil tribunals. 

‘* The great confraternities for whom these tribunals 
had been instituted, did not after this continue long in 
existence ; and the courts of jurisdiction established 
at Strasburgh, Vienna, and Magdeburgh were thence- 
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work. In shaking the Papal power to its very foun- 
dation, the Reformation of Luther had also given a 
heavy blow to the Masonic associations. Doubt had 
penetrated to the minds of all, and the construction of 
those vast churches was no longer undertaken, the 
spirit of religious fervour which produced them hav- 
ing ceased. The incorporations were thus left with- 
out any object, and they were soon dissolved. The 
richer members became architects, and took the poorer >} 
brethren into their pay in the quality of workmen. “It ° 
was at this time was first established amongst them 
an institution (the companionship) which had existed 
from time immemorial amongst other trades, and even 
among the Masonic workmen who were kept excluded 
from the great privileged associations, and confined to 
the construction of non-ecclesiastical buildings.* These 
societies had been formed from the fragments of the 
Roman colleges. The vices of the feudal system had 
compelled them to modify in many particulars their 
original organization ; but they had preserved, nearly 
untouched, the ancient mysterious ceremonies. 

** We have already said that all systems of initia- 
tion, and al] secret doctrines, are to be found in the 
Roman colleges. From this fact has arisen the diver- 
sity of mysteries amongst the companionship. The 
mode of initiation used in the case of the early Chris- 
tians was pursued until very recently amongst classes 
of workmen unconnected with the art of building ; the 
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* The members of the companionship’ which emenkted :frovh the 
association of builders peixiioned by the Pope, are described in the 
old municipal documents of Germany, schriftmaurers, (Masons by 
writ or diploma); the others are called by way of: distfitetion ‘wort- 
masons.) 
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; eandidate represented ome and the initiated made ; 
‘ him pass through various ceremonies, representing 
° the different stages of the Saviour’s passion. Amongst 
’ the workmen connected with the art of building, who 
; were kept excluded from the privileged associations, 
¢ and who called themselves compagnons passant, and 
loups-garouz, their mysteries formed a mixture of Ju- 


’ daism and Christianity. 


It related to the death of the 
Master, James, one of the constructors of the temple 


‘ of Solomon, who was, as they represent, assassinated 
‘ by five fellow-crafts at the instigation of a sixth, call- 
, ed Father Soubise. 


‘* In the companionship which issued from the priv- 


: ileged associations, the members of which called them- 


: selves compagnons etrunggres, and loups, the 
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myste- 
ries were exclusively Judaic. 

It is not difficult to suppose that the sanguinary con- 
flicts which were continually taking place between the 
various orders of the workmen, originated in the natu- 
ral jealousy which the superior advantages enjoyed 
by one over the other engentorel / ‘4 


From the (Boston) Freemasons’ s’ Monthly Magazine. 


GRAND LODGE CERTIFICATES. 


The Convention of Delegates, assembled .at Wash- 
ington, in March, 
which they agreed to recommend to the Grand Lodges 
of the Union for their adoption, particularly urged the 
requirement of Grand Lodge Certificates. from 
strangers, ‘‘ as an additional safeguard against the 
abuse of Masonic privileges by the unworthy; some of 
whom are constantly prowling through the land, and 
deriving a support from the charity of the Institution, 
to which they are a disgrace.” 

This recommendation has been adopted by several 


> Grand Lodges represented in that Convention, and by 
others that were not—as the Grand Lodge of Texas, 
; By some it was passed over in silence at the time, 
>} but has been since taken up and approved, while 
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others have entirely lost sight of the terms in which 
the Convention announced their recommendation, and 
have substituted imaginary objects, totally erroneous ; 
which they have made the foundation of some very 
singular sentiments, incidentally uttered, while sta- 
ting their objections to the adoption of the Grand 
Lodge Certificate regulation. To point out the errors, 
and meet the objections referred to, we quote from 
the proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Connecticut, in 
May, 1843, the following extract :— 

“The R W. Representative of the Grand Lodge of 
the State of New York, having communicated informa. 
tion that a regulation had been adopted by that Grand 
Lodge, requiring every member of the Fraternity who 
may visit a Lodge under their jurisdiction, to produce 
a Certificate of membership, countersigned by the Gr. 
Secretary of the Grand Lodge, under whose jurisdic- 
tion he belongs, the following Resolutions, after a 
lengthy discussion, were adopted :— 


‘* Resolved, That while this Grand Lodge does not 
recognize the expediency of.the Grand Lodge of New 
York, or any other Grand Lodge, so far departing 
from the ancient usages of the Order, as to require a 
Certificate of membership, wiftioat which no Brother 
“an be permitted to visita Lodge within the jurisdiction 
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of such Grand alee, still, as the pa Lodge of 
New York has adopted euch a regulation, it may be 
important to our Brethren sojourning in that State, 
that this Grand Lodge issue such Certificate: There. 
fore, 

Resolved, That the Grand Secretary be directed to 
give a Certificate to such members in good standing 
in subordinate Lodges under this jurisdiction, as may 
require it, under his signature and the seal of the Gr, 
Lodge, and that fifty cents for every such Certificate 
shall be paid into the funds of the Grand Lodge.” 

But the subject was not allowed thus to rest in the 
Grand Lodge of Connecticut. In May, 1844, it was 
revived by the introduction of a reportof a Committee 
to whom it had been referred in 1843, previous to the 
adoption of the Resolutions above quoted. This re- 
port we will also give, that we may meet the question 
fairly and impartially : 

‘* To the M. W. Grand Lodge of Connecticut. 

At the last annual session of this Grand Lodge,a 
communication was received from the Secretary of the 
Grand Lodge of the State of New York, through its 
Representative in this Grand Lodge, soliciting its at- 
tention to the, recommendation therein proposed, of 
‘*a uniform system of certifying Brethren in good and 
regular standing by the Grand Lodge from which they 
hail, and requiring of visitors, previous to examina- 
tion, that species of documentary evidence known as 
a Grand Lodge certificate.” 

The Committee appointed to examine and report to 
this Grand Lodge onthe merits of said communication, 
would respectfully represent, that after taking the sub- 
ject into careful consideration, they are of opinion that 
but little henefit would arise from requiring Brethren 
to obtain certificates from the Grand Secretary,of their 
membership under this Grand Lodge, for the reasons 
here subjoined. 

In the first place, your committee would remark, 
they are fully aware of the evils to which Lodges are 
exposed by visitors of unworthy character, and to allay 
imposition, will have to be a work of time, in a man- 
ner changing the order of things in many of our 
Lodges, which, as heretofore. has now brought upon 
us the evils so much complained of. 

It is propably well known to this Grand Lodge, that 
it has been the lamentable practice, in cases without 
number, to initiate candidates into Masonry whose 
moral integrity fell too far short of the mark to do 
honor to our beloved Institution, and so long as such 
in the least, continues to be the practice,the same kind 
of unworthiness will ever strip the parchment evidence 
of membership, above alluded to, of the benefits intend- 
ed. 

In the second place,it is easy to be seen that intrigues 
with parchment evidence might be readily practised, 
so soon as it was found that Lodges placed any reli- 
ance thereon, and that such would have a tendency to 
a slack proficiency in the several degrees, so as to be 
less able to work into Lodges, is also apparent. 

That it would be very inconvenient for Masons liv- 
ing remote and distant from the Grand Secretary, to 
apply for such Certificate, and in such cases, when 
living near the lines of our sister States, often asso- 
ciating with Lodges therein, then to be thus subjected 
by the several Grand Lodges, cannot fail of producing 
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a strong censure in the minds of Brethren, with the 
complaint, also, that such a rule was an innovation 
upon the ancient rights and privileges of Free-ma- 
sonry. . 

THERE ARE RULES AND RITES, CO-EXISTENT WITH 
MASONRY ITSELF, BY WHICH EVERY LODGE MAY AND 
SHOULD GUARD ITSELF AGAINST ALL IMPOSITION ;— 
AND TO BE IMPOSED UPON BY A CLANDESTINE MADE 
MAson, OR ONE WHO IS UNDER THE SENTENCE OF 
EXPULSION OR SUSPENSION, OR IN ANY OTHER MAN- 
NER, MUST SHOW A VERY GREAT FORGETFULNESS OF 
THE OBLIGATIONS BY WHICH THE FRATERNITY ARE 
BOUND. 

All of which is respecfully submitted. 

WM. MOODY, Committee.” 


It would appear to any young Mason, and indeed 
we think it might be justly inferred by any person, on 


of Connecticut had never before heard of any Grand 
Lodge Certificates,and that the Gr. Lodge of N. York 
had ventured on a measure of doubtful expediency, 
and by so doing had sanctioned a departure from the 
ancient usages of the Order. And yet that cannot be 
so. The Grand Lodge of Connecticut must have 
known that other Grand -Lodges in the United 
States, besides New York, had approved of the recom- 
mendation of the Washington Convention; and that 
long—long before that Convention, the granting and 
requiring of Certificates was a usage of the Order 
throughout the world. They ought at least to have 
known, that they had themselves issued Grand Lodge 
Certificates for at least thirty years ! 

We shall proceed in the first place, to show that, 


the neglect of requiring Certificates, was a departure 
Srom the ancient usages of the Order. . 

In the old records of the Grand Lodge of England, it 
is thus written :—‘‘Henry Jermyn, Ear! of St. Albans, 
Grand Master, Sir John Denham, D. G. M , Sir Chris- 


topher Wren, Mr. John Web, Grand Wardens. . This 
Grand Master held a General Assembly and Feast on 
St. John’s Day, 27th Dec. 1663, when the following 
Regulations were made :— 

‘* 3d. That no person hereafter who shall be ac- 
cepted a Freemason, shall be admitted into any Lodge 
or Assembly, until he has brought a Certificate of the 
time and place and acceptation from the Lodge that 
accepted him, unto the Master of that limit or division 
where such Lodge is kept; and the said Master shall 
enrol the same ina roll of parchment to be kept for 
that purpose, and shall give an account of all such ac- 
ceptations at every General Assembly. 


**4th That every person who is now a Freemason, 
shall bring tothe Master a note of the time of his ac. 
ceptation, to the end the same may be enrolled in such 
priority of place as the Brother deserves; and that 
the whole company and fellows may the better know 
each other.’’ 

Here we have evidence that both Certificates and 
registry were required, one hundred and twenty years 
before the Grand Lodge of Connecticut was in exist- 
ence. 

In 1755, the Grand Lodge of England ‘ Ordered, 
That every Certificate granted to a Brother, of his 
being a Mason, shall for the future be sealed with the 
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seal of Masonry, and signed by the Grand Secretary, 
for which five shillings shall be paid to the use of 
the genera) fund of charity.” 

In 1772, when the Grand Lodge of Scotland and of 
Ancient Masons of England, and one Grand Master, 
the Duke of Atlol, the Grand Lodge of England ‘‘ Or. 
dered, that no Mason who has been made under the 
sanction of the Grand Lodge of Scotland, shall be ad- 
mitted a member, nor partake of the general charity, 
without having produced a Certificate of his good be- 
havior from the Secretary of the Grand Lodge of 
Scotland ; but upon producing such Certificate, he 
shall receive all the‘honor due to a faithful Brother of 
the same household with us.” The Grand Lodge of 
Scotland reciprocated this ordinance in precisely the 
same terms. : 

The Grand Lodge of England now requires each 
Lodge within its jurisdiction, when it makes a return 
of its members, to make in addition to the registry fee, 
a remittance of six shillings and sixpence for every 
Brother’s Grand Lodge Certificate, which sums the 
Lodge may take out of the initiation fee, or charge 
separately to the Brothers for whom the Certificates 
are obtained. Thus every Mason under the jurisdic- 
tion of the Grand Lodge of England, is entitled to a 
Certificate from the Grand Secretary ; and the Lodges 
are forbidden to grant a Certificate, except for the 
purpose of enabling a Brother to obtaina Gr. Lodge 
Certificate in which case such Certificate is re- 
quired to be specifically addressed to the Grand 
Secretary. The regulations of that Grand Lodge 
require the production of Certificates by Brothers 
from the Grand Lodges of Scotland and Ireland, 
as well as of foreign Grand Lodges, should they make 
application for relief to the Board of Benevoience. 

Having thus swept away every shadow of suspic- 
ion of innovation, by the recommendation of the 
Washington Convention, and the consequent regula- 
tions adopted by the Grand Lodges of New York, 
Massachusetts, Virginia, &c. &c., we have now to 
meet the report of the committee of the Grand Lodge 
of Connecticut, which was approved in 1844, and 
which, on a close analysis, will be found to contain 
not one argument, opinion or fact, which can stand 
against the strong reasons which influenced the Con- 
vention to recommend the uniform system of certifying 
regular Masons. Let us not, however, be regarded 
as antagonists. We are perfectly convinced by reflec. 
tion and experience, that the views of our Connecti- 
cut Brethren are radically wrong, and we shall en- 
deavor to convince them, with the full faith that they 
will be willing to be convinced, and will not persist in 
sustaining an evil, merely because they have taken 
ground against a measure, recommended as a remedy 
to be first used. 

It appears that the subject was not discussed at 
New Haven, on the report of the Washington Con. 
vention, but on a communication from the Represen- 
tative of the Grand Lodge of New York, that his con- 
stituents had adopted a regulation ‘‘ requiring every 
member of the Fraternity who may visit a Lodge un- 
der their jurisdiction, to produce a Certificate of mem- 
bership, countersigned by the Grand Secretary of the 
Grand Lodge, under whose jurisdiction he belongs.” 
Now, it would be very easy to say—‘‘ Well, the Breth. 
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ren in Connecticut are informed of the regulation, and 
their Grand Lodge issues Certificates, which those 
who are worthy can obtain, if they please, for halfa 
dollar; and if they value the privilege of visiting 
their Brethren abroad at less than that sum, it can be 
of little consequence to them whether they visit or not.” 
If this be the view of the Committee when they say, 
that, ‘‘ they are of opinion that but little benefit would 
arise from requiring Brethren to obtain Certificates 
from the Grand Secretary,” we say, so be it—just as 
they please to think of it. But the Grand Lodge of N. 
York undoubtedly intended to notify their Brethren 
in Connecticut, of the regulation, that they might not 
be taken by surprise. The Committee admit, to the 
fullest extent, the existence of the evil now sought to 
be remedied, but say it ‘‘ will have to be a work of 
time.” But,asrational men, can they believe that 
time will cure the disease, without the application of 
means ? A means is offered and they reject it, but 
propose none. If what they affirm, however,of ‘‘the la- 
mentable practice” of their Lodges be true, and we 
will not dispute that, we will not ask them to compel 
unworthy persons to provide themselves with parch- 
ment evidence, but we must still insist upon their re- 
quiring it from abroad. for we would not have the 
most indifferent regular Brother imposed upon, by the 
charlatans who are abroad in the land, the wolves in 
sheep’s clothing, who, under every species of pretence, 
are draining,the funds of benevolence from our unguard- 
ed Lodges. 

The possibility of ‘‘ intrigues with parchment evi- 
dence,” is not so ‘‘easy to be seen.” They will 
not, cannot be received as sole evidence of the appli- 
cant’s title to fraternal privileges, and were never in- 
tended to be so. The Washington Convention recoin- 
mended them as an additional safeguard; and our- 
previous and subsequent experience compels us to say, 
in explicit terms, that the committee are laboring un- 
der a most egregious error, in the opinion of security 
they have expressed, with so much apparent satisfac. 
tion to themselves, in capital letters, and the sooner 
they can be convinced of it the better. 

As to the inconvenience of applying to the Grand 
Secretary for Certificates, ‘‘ producing a strong censure 
in the minds of Brethren, with the complaist, also, 
that such a rule was an innovation upon the ancient 
tights and privileges of Freemasonry.” This may be 
probably found to be perfectly true ; for if the com- 
mittee of the Grand Lodge sanction such opinions, in 
advance, there will be a willingness undoubtedly to 
find shelter under these opinions. But the fact that 
the Lodges of the whole British Empire are furnished 
with Certificates for their members from the Grand 
Secretary’s office at London, will serve to show that 
the inconvenience is not insurmountable ; and the an- 
ticipated complaint of innovation, we have already 
¢ shown to be unfounded. + 
¢ There are circumstances existing {at the present 
day, of which we cannot here speak particularly, but 
by which the Fraternity and the Lodges throughout 
the world, are exposed to the impositions of the most 
unprincipled against which all the fortifications by 
which our Brethren in Connecticut seem to think them- 
selves surrounded, are but as spider-webs. In 1827, 
the Grand Lodge of New York found it necessary to 
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ordain, that no stranger, hailing from any Lodge in 
that State, should be examined by another Lodge, 
withouta Grand Lodge Certificate, and that law has 
never been repealed. But what was necessary for the 
protection of the Lodges of New York at that time, 
has become doubly so since, by circumstances which 
have since occurred, which still exist there, and which 
can in no way be guarded against, but by requiring 
Grand Lodge Certificates. 

We would also say to the Committee of the Grand 
Lodge of Connecticut and to all who are of their opin- 
ion, that many a worthy and faithful Brother from 
distant lands, where true Masonry exists, would most 
probably be rejected by them, if tested alone by what 
they seem to think are universal and unfailing proofs. 
Indeed, we are confident that if the truest hearted 
Mason of Sweden were to present himself to any 
Lodge in Connecticut, without a Grand Lodge Certi- 
ficate, he would be rejected as an imposter ; and with- 
out such a document we would not advise an Ameri- 
can Mason to go to any part of Europe, intending to 
visit Lodges, for he would be rejected without cere. 
mony. 

It is true, an unworthy man may be able to obtain 
such a Certificate, by concealing his true character at 
home, or he may render himself unworthy, after he 
obtains it ;. even that difficuly is not without a remedy, 
for we hold it to be perfectly justifiable and proper 
that such an one should be deprived of a Certificate 
by any Lodge where his unworthiness becomes known, 
and the Grand Lodge he hails from should be inform- 
ed thereof, and the Certificate returned to them. Such 
cases, however, would be rare in comparison with 


those who are imposing on the Lodges of this country, 
and in England,who cannot obtain Grand Lodge Cer- 


tificates. Take, for instance, the whole race of clan- 
destine Masons made since 1837,by the St. John’s Gr. 
Lodge of the State of New York, by Louisiana Lodge 
at New Orleans, and many others that we could men- 
tion. Take the case noticedin this Magazine, (vol. 2, 
p. 273) in the communication from Lynchburgh, Va. 
The Lodge there allowed themselves to be duped of a 
large amount of charity by aman by the name of J. 
C. Jacobi, who if they had examined the proceedings 
of the Grand Lodge of Virginia, for 1832, they would 
have found reported as a suspended Mason, by the 
Grand Lodge of New York. The same man is equally 
favorably known by the Brethren at Tallahassee, and 
probably in many other places. That man, and such 
as he, can only be checked by requiring Grand Lodge 
Certificates. Take also the following example of 
bare-faced imposture, addressed to the editor of the 
London Freemason’s Quarterly Review : 
Grand Hotel, Piazza, Covent va ae 
April 29, 1839. 

‘* Mr. Eprror,—Permit an ‘ old workman’ to say 
a word or two, in favor of his ‘brother laborers.’— 
I am a stranger in England, but have had the happi- 
ness to visit once or twice the Lodge of ‘ Good Re- 
port,’ No. 158. My present purpose is, however, to 
notice the proceedings of its last regular meeting, the 
11th of April, on which occasion the yearly instalment 
of its officers took place. The impressive ceremony 
was performed principally by Brother George Aaron, 
whose high standing in the ‘ Craft,’ great merit, and 
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Masonic proficiency, fully entitle him to the kindness 


ning, and with which he is met by the Brethren of the 
Institution. 
The business of the Lodge having been closed, the 
newly elected Master, with the Wardens and Officers, 
were ushered into the ‘ banqueiing room,’ where an 
elegant repast had been provided in the best style of 
Brother Evans ; the music was of the highest order— 
Brother Blewitt presiding at the piano forte. 
If the promulgation of the delightful and rational en- 
joyment of the visit referred to, shall induce emula- 
tion in the sacred cause of Masonry in the Lodge of 
* Good Report,’ then, sir, [am amply repaid. should 
that however fail to be the case, it does not less be- 
come me to make known the sentiments of gratitude 
which I individually entertain for the courtesy I ex- 
perienced. , _ 
I am, sir, fraternally yours, 
.  S 

Past Master Friendly Lodge, Albany, N. ic , United 
States of America.’ 
Now, it is evident, if the Lodge of Good Report had 
required a Grand Lodge Certificate of Brother W. R- 
B., ‘‘ Past Master of Friendly Lodge, at Albany,” they 
would not have been imposed on, since there is not, 
and never has been such a Lodge at Albany. We 
should not be surprised, however, if this same W. R. 
B. were the poor Brother William Bird, who lately 


Grand Lodge Certificates. This man proceeded to 
New York, by our assistance, where he assumed the 


berry. We need only add, 
known as*Mr. Rosenberg ; at Louisville, Ky., by the 


probable he may have made known the ‘‘ sentiment 
other nomme de guerre. 


fit of whomsoever it may concern. 
feet and a half high, rather stout built, red face, weak 
eyes, white hair, slightly paralyzed on the left side,— 
Writes well in German, French and English; talks 
well, and is free in describing his services in the 
Prussian and Russian armies. 

Many of our Brethren in the United States, and in 
was here in 1835, by the name of Albora*—the Mar- 
quis D’Albora—asking assistance to convey himself 
and his Secretary to Texas, 
Certificate. 


without documentary evidence, of which we cannot 
speak further at present. We could filla volume with 
proofs of their necessity, but our volume is too small. 
Two other remarks, and we close the subject for the 
present. 

We area migrating people. Thousands annually 
travel from the Kast t to the West ; amongst whom are 
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and regard with which he was greeted on that eve- . 
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He had no Grand Lodge ; 
Our Brethren in Mississipi, have lately ¢ 
bad an extraordinary example of the value of tests $ 
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probably a general average of Masons. Many of these 
find it ‘‘ inconvenient” to pay their arrearages of dues 
to their Lodges and to obtain their regular discharge. 
Some left their Lodges long ago, because Masonry was 
unpopular ; some have been expelled, suspended, or 
have become morally unworthy. There may also be 
a few clandestine ‘‘ Brothers and Fellows,” ‘amongst 
them ,—and here and there one, who loves to think of 
the Institution and desires to maintain his connection 
with it, wherever he may be. None of these men are 


deprived of their memory, by their wanton disregard ° 


of their duties, their negligence, or their removal. In 
a strange place, all alike would stand on an equal 
footing, (if they thought proper to claim the privileges 
of Masons, )according to the Connecticut doctrine, as 
we understand its practical operation. But according 
to our views, none of them should be received without 
some documentary testimony of their standing ; for we 
know that in the Eastern States, there are thousands 
who call themselves Masons, who do not know their 
own standing in the Order. 
know it, who meet them as strangers ? 

But there is another important—very important mat- 
ter, worthy of the consideration of a Brother removing 
to a strange country or place. He has a family—a wife 
and children dependent upon him for their support.— 
He dies amongst strangers, and although surrounded 
by Brethren, they knew him not. His wife or his 


> children, say the husband or the father was a Mason, 


visited Boston and imposed upon us by his gentleman. ° 
ly manners and plausible tales, so that our sympathy * shall they prove their claim upon the Fraternity, but 
overpowered our resolution to be strict in requiring > 


of gratitude” to our Western Brethren, under some $ 
We therefore furnish the § 
following accurate portrait of his person, for the bene- § 
He is about five ’ 


and they seek for Masons, though he did not. How 


by documentary evidence ? 
The question then arises, what kind of documenta- 


> ty evidence is best? Lodge Certificates, even wh 
name he had previously used there—Charles Rose- 5 7 oe » . : = 


that at Paris, he was ° 


genuine, most frequently emenate from bodies totally 
unknown, where they are presented. They are fre- 


i é 1 half sh f 
name of Bird, and, as he has been a traveller over a ° py Ate tae dr alf sheet of paper, and 
large portion of Europe and North America, it is quite ; 8 y y ; 


And however regular 
in appearance,if the Lodge is not known to exist,may, 
for ought that appears on that face, have been issued 
by an irregular or clandestine Lodge. For these rea- 
sons, Grand Lodge Certificates have been recommend- 
ed. The Grand Lodges are known ; their forms, and 


§ the names of their offKcers, and their seals are known, 


> to some extent, everywhere ; 


therefore, they are the 
best for ‘‘ parchment evidence,” and they ¢annot be 


> obtained, except by those who can show a lawful right 
’ to them, where they belong, and can prove their title 


Europe, will remember an acomplished swindler, who ° - s 
ye, ag te Poe a $ tees, who have betrayed their ignorance of the state of 
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to possess them afterwards. 
We have much more to say to some other Commit- 


the Craft, and the rights and usages of the Fragernity, 
but must defer it for the ae 
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The Grand Lodge of the State of Illingis, held their 
Annual Communication at the Masonic Hall, in the 
town of Jacksonville, on the 7th of October, 1844.— 
Ten Lodges were represented. 


The M. W. Grand Master reported, that in the past } 


year he had granted nine dispensations for new Lodges. 
The following Brethren were elected, or appointed 
Grand Officers for the ensuing year. 
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M. W. Levi Lusk, Rushville, W. G. M. 
Carding Jeckson, Chicage, D. G. M. 
W. D. Allen, Alton, G. S. W. 
N. D. Morse, Henderson, G. J. W. 
W. B, Warren, Jacksonville, G. Sec’y. 
P. Coffman “ G. Treas. 
R. E. Smith, Quincy, G. O. 
Rev. Chs. Howard, Alton, G. C. 
Geo. Hackett, Jacksonville, G. T. 
Amongst the general transactions of this Gr. Lodge 
we have noted, that they find the practice of confer- 
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and itis spoken of as an error. 
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Masons. 

The Committee on foreign Correspondence, made 
the fullest report, on the state of the Institution and 
the proceedings of the Grand Lodges of the two hemis- 
pheres, which has been published in the United States 
since last June. 

The following Order was taken in relation to the 
Nauvoo Lodge : 
of Illinois, at their last communication, thought pro- 
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the dispensations which had been granted them, for 
$ gross un-masonic conduct, and whereas, the M. W. 
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ring degrees in rapid succesion has obtained in Illinois, 2 


The subordinate Lodges will not be required here- | 
after to pay Grand Lodge dues fot any but Master $ 
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It was then presaes that sach menenges be entered 
on the minutes 

Bro. Giasrns then rose for the second time to pro- 
pose the nomination of a Grand Master, and was 
again told that he was premature. 

Bro. Ramssortom, as G. M., then observed that he 
was commanded by the Grand Master to announce 
that he had received from the Grand Lodge of Texas, 
a communication that they had nominated Brother 
RicHArp Lea WILson to be the representative of that 
Grand Lodge in the Grand Lodge of England, where- 
in his Lordship approved. 

The Grand Director of Ceremonies, by command, 
then retired, accompanied by his assistants, and other 
Grand Officers, and on the return of the deputation, 
the Brethren rose, and the Grand Director of Cere- 
monies conducted Bro. R. L. Wilson (who was sup- 


; ported by two Grand Oflicers) to the foot of the 
¢ Throne, and presented him. 


The Presiding Officer received the Brother, and de- 


> sired the Director of Ceremonies to conduct him to his 


‘* Whereas, The M. W. Grand Lodge 3 


per to withdraw from Nauvoo, Helm and Nye Lodges, 3 


? Grand Master did during vacation, send a special Mes- ? 


senger to Nauvoo and demand the dispensation afore- | 


said, which demand was treated with contempt, not 


only a positive refusal given by said Lodge, but a de- ° 


termination expressed to continue their work ; 
$ resolved, by this Grand Lodge, that all fellowship 
’ with said Lodges and the number thereof be with- 
‘ drawn, and the Association of Masons working these 
’ Lodges, are hereby declared clandestine ; and all the 


Now, : 


seat on the dais ; he was then proclaimed and saluted 
as, 

“ Brother Ricuarp Lea WI son, one of her Majes- 
ty’s Commissioners of Lieutenancy for the city of Lon- 
don, Past Provincial Senior Grand Warden for Surrey, 
and Past Master of Lodge 661, Croydon, and of sever- 
al other Lodges, as Representative of the Grand Lodge 


> of Texas.” 


Bro. Witson afterwards addressed the Grand Lodge, 
in very concise, and suitable terms. 
It was then announced that the address of Grand 


* Lodge to the Prince of Prussia had been presented to, 
° and very graciously received by, his Royal Highness. 


‘ members hailing therefrom, suspended from all the § 


° privileges of Masonry within the jurisdiction of this 
‘ Grand Lodge, and that our sister Grand Lodges be 
‘ requested to deny them-the same privileges. 


The Minutes of the last Quarterly Communication 
were then read and confirmed. 


Bro. Gissins, a third time rose, and briefly nomi- 


¢ nated the Right Hon. and M. W. The Ear or Zer- 
® LAND to be Grand Master for the ensuing year, which 


Rssolved, That the Grand Secretary be directed to ; 


* address a circular on the subject to all the Grand 


sonic perodicals. 
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From the London Masonic Quarterly Review. 
UNITED GRAND LODGE OF ENGLAND 
pec, 4, 
Present,—R. W. Bro. J. Ramsbottom, M. P. (P. 
’ G. M. Berks,) as G. M. 
The Lodge was duly opened in form. 


QUARTERLY COMMUNICATIONS, 


Bro. Grasrns rose to propose the nomination of a > 
Grand Master for the ensuing year, but was told the ; 


§ Proper period had not arrived. 

¢ A message from the Earl of ZeTrianp, the M. W. 

; G. Master, @As delivered by the Grand Secretary, 

¢ stating that in consequenee of the decease of his very 
near relative, General Dundas, his Lordship was una- 
ble to attend the Grand Lodge. 

A message was also delivered from the Earl Howe, 
Deputy Grand Master, expressing his lordship’s re- 
gret; his absence from the Grand Lodge. was occa- 
sioned by a.severe fit of the gout. 


ee LLL LL ID DD LOL LL ALAA NPA ANE NA AEE AEE AO AEE PIAA AAA AE ANE AAA AAD pp DO 


Was seconded. 


The Minutes of the Lodge of Benevolence was then 


> read and approved, except as to one vote, which was 
‘ Lodges in correspondence with this Grand Lodge; ° 


* and request the same to be published in all the Ma. ; 


referred to the Grand Lodge. 
Bro. Crucerrx addressed the Grand Lodge on the 


subject of a recommendation from the Lodge of Benev- 
¢ olence, that the’ sum of Thirty Pounds be granted to 
> Bro. Austin Wood, a most worthy Brother, which 
° was seconded and carried unanimously. 
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The Report from the Board of General Purposes 


> was read, and on the question relative to that part 


which recommended that, instead of six scrutineers, 


; should be appointed by the Committee of Masters, 


three only should be appointed, and three taken from 
the Board of Grand Stewards in rotation ; to which an 
amendment was moved ‘*‘ that the six scrutineers be 
taken from the London Lodges in consecutive rota- 
tion.” On the question being put, the original motion 
was carried, 

Some alterations in the laws of the Masonic Beney- 
olent Annuity Fund were agreed to, 

Bro. Warton then moved that such remaining clau- 
ses of the Report of the Board of General Purposes, 
presented in June last, which had not been debated, 
should be taken into consideration, to which, after 
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sented 

The clause relating to the transfer of all expenses 
from the Fund of Benevolence to the Fund of General 
Purposes, was, after a very difficult and lengthy dis- 
cussion, agreed to by a great majority.® 

It being past eleven o’clock, the further considera- 
tion of the Report, and other business was postponed, 
and the Grand Lodge adjourned. 
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THE SCOTTISH TEMPLARS. 


ere 





It is important to Masons of every grade, that the 
information be circulated and remembered that the or- 
der of Knights Templars in Scotland has separated 
from Masonry, and that it is no longer an evidence 
that a man is a Mason, who has been created a Tem- 
plar in Scotland. It would appear that there is a dis- 
position amongst the English Templars, to follow the 
example ; and as it will be desirable to watch the pro- 
gress of this movement, we insert the following article 
from the last number of the Freemason’s Quarterly 
Review, with the original notes of the English editor, 
who, it will be seen, stands aloof from all controversy 
on the subject. 
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MASONIC KNIGHTS TEMPLAR. 

Mrz.Epiror,—Allow me to offer a few remarks on 
the present statc of the Order of the Temple and Sep- 
ulchre of St. John of Jerusalem.* A great movement 
is now seemingly taking place in that body in this 
kingdom, those of Scotland having thrown off their al- 
legiance to Freemasonry, while in England, there 
seems to be much difference of opinion as to whether 
it is advisable to follow our Scottish brethren.| The 
original connexion between the Masons and Templars 
seems to me to have taken place in Scotland, in the 
troublous times which immediately followed the mur- 
der of Jacques de Molay, in Paris. The Texplarg, 
who were then hunted with every species of persecu- 
tion, fled to the Masons’ Lodges for protection ; joined 
in their assemblies and ceremonies ; and, more, adopt- 
ed the Masonic dress. In return for this protection, 
the Templars admitted some few of the Masons into 
their Order, and thus the Knight Templar, for the 
time became a species of superior degree of Freema- 
sonry : wearing the Masonic garb, with this only dif- 
ference, that it was trimmed somewhat differently, by 
way of distinction. The great point of dispute in 
England now is, shall the absurd dress of an apron, 
(for absurd it is in regard to Templars in the present 

day, however necessary it may have been when first 

adopted,) be continued ? and the universal voice of all 
those who have studied the matter says, no; but let 
$ 
$ 





us return to our proper and legitimate dress ;¢ our 
Scotch brethren have done so, and let us do the same ; 
while those, on the other beat, who have become 


a During this Sumie, much improper remarks were made by 
two Members of the Board of G. P., in relation to each other, as to 
cause equal regret and displeasure i in Grand Lodge. 
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*It may Spot teens to state that we do not hold ourselves 

for the opinions of our correspondents. On the present 
subject my as not any opinion, it may be as well 
to enter a general 

t We are not aware that there is much difference of opinion. 

t Not universal—partial would be a better term. 
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much discussion, the Grand Master in the Chair, con- ; Templars (merely as a high degree of Masonry), 
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neither knowing, or at all caring for its origin and his. 
tory, say, why shall we put off our aprons, and with it 
the PROTECTION or Masonry? Then comes the point, 
and I think I can show that, as we are now constitu- 
ted, we have No PROTECTION from Masonry, but are 
an illegal society, liable to be prosecuted for every 
meeting, whereas were we, as our Scotch brethren have 
done, to throw off the apron, and with it Masonry, we 
should not only become a lawful but a more honourable 
society, and be more worthy of a succession from those 
noble knights of old, with whose names history is em- 
bellished. But to the point, by the 39 Geo. III. ¢. 79, 
8. v., a protection is extended to all regular Lodges of 
Freemasons, held before the passing of the act, upon 
the condition that they, in compliance with s. vi., reg- 
ister their Lodge with the clerk of the peace of their 
county every year, and at the same time deposit a list 
of the members of the Lodge with him. The consti- 
tutions of Masonry say—‘‘ Pure ancient Masonry 
consists of three degrees and no more, including the 
Royal Arch.” By this are all encampments of Knight 
Templars at once put out of the protection of the law. 
The law protects all regular Lodges of Freemasons. 
The constitutions of Masonry say, none but £. A. P., 
F. C. and M. M., including R. A. are Masons, Now, 
then, are Templars protected? No, they are not; 
they are another anda separate society ; a society that 
has got intermized with Masonry in troublous and dark 
times, and it is now necessary, for the united good of 
each body, that a separation should take place. An 
encampment of Templars, formed after the model of 
our noble Scotch brethren, has nothing to fear from 
prosecutions of law ; it is not a secret society, Tem- 
plars never were so ; it is true, the absolute power of 
admission was not, nor is it now, published to the 
world at large, but this does not constitute a secret so- 
ciety. Whereas, the present English Templars are, 
to all intents and purposes, a secret society, and as 
such, and not being protected by the law, which pro- 
tects Freemasons, are liable to the most constant, vex- 
atious, and tedious, and expensive law proceedings. 
But to put all this aside, no one who is well acquaint- 
ed with the present society of Templars in England, 
can help admitting that * great proportion of those 
who have been of late years installed Knight Templars, 
have been unfit from their rank and position in socie- 
ty, even to have received the honour of Knighthood, 
such as these ought to have been created serving 
Brothers of the Order ,and treated with all respect and 
Brotherly affection ; but they should never have been 
admitted among the more honourable of the Order, 
for whom the honour of Knighthood was reserved.— 
The fact is very clear, the whole Order demands a 
thorough revision, and, in my opinion, that revision 
can only be made by following so noble an example as 
our Scotch Brethren ; viz., by throwingie ff the apron, 
and with it all allegiance, with Masonry. I agree 
with the Scotch again, out of respect to Masons, I 
would always give them a PREFERENCE, but I would 
not DETER a man from joining the antient society of 
Templars, because, perhaps, he hada conscientious 
scruple to prevent his becoming a Mason. I most 
firmly believe that if the G.C. insists on the apron be- 
ing worn, and thereby retaining the visible connexion 
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with Masonry, that all the camps which are composed 
of proper Knights, (viz., gentlemen, for as Knights we 
do NoT meet on the level), will secede, and either 
join the Scotch Encampments, or else hold themselves 
as an independant body.* i 
Your obedient servant, 
Fra. Guiie_mus pe Coryton, Mites Tempxi. 
28th November, 1844. 
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FRANCE. 


Paris.—A Masonic periodical, entitled ‘‘ L’Orient,” 
has appeared ; it promises well, and if conducted with 
spirit, tempered by discretion, will succeed. 

The G. O. of France distributes annually three 
jewels to such Brethren as may have during the year 
performed some act by which mankind had been ben- 
efitted ; the last were sent to Bro. Brune, of Rouen; 
Xavier Venissat, at Avignon ; and the third went to 


The former of these Brethren was a seaman, and had 
succeeded at various times in saving the lives of forty- 
four persons. The city has honoured itself by erect- 


he was known in Rouen as “‘ the Saver ;” and declar. 
ed that those who tried to end their lives in the river, 
had better take care of themselves, for he would save 
them whether they liked it or not ; he died Dec. 25, 


1843. 
Xavier Venissat distinguished himself during the 


dreadful inundation in the south of France, while the 


flowing of the Rhone. Bro. Venissat made a raft of 
the floating timbers with which he was surrounded, 
and on this precarious vessel succeeded in saving a 
whole family from the horrible fate that awaited them; 
he took them to his home, and divided with them his 
house, his clothes, and his meals ; a few minutes af- 


beneath the waters. Soon after, being apprised that 
the Lodge room was in danger, he proceeded there, 
against the remonstances and persuasions of his rela- 
tives and friends, on his perilous craft, and returned 
with the warrant, books, &c. 

The Lodge of Nature and Philanthropie received 
the jewel for the great exertions they had used to re- 
lieve the sufferers by the inundation ; apprenticing the 
orphans, and many other acts of Masonic character. 
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GERMANY. 


Chemnitz.—A number of the members ef the Lodge, 
held in the above town, meet together with some of 
the subscribers tothe Lodge of Harmony in Hohen- 
stein, for the purpose of mutual instruction in Free- 
masonry ; from a small fund collected on these occa- 
sions, the Brethren have been enabled to pay for the 
education of fourteen children, two of whom are al- 
ways of the Catholic faith ; at Christmas the entire 
number are clothed: this charity has existed some 
years. 


rnnnnnrnnnnnnrnnnnrnnnnnnnnnnnnnnmnnnnnnnnnnnrrn 
* The implied threat of secession had better have been omitted,but, 
88 correspondents sometimes feel tenderness in either omission or 
correction, we give the letter without other comment, than that 
whether the apron be worn or not worn, is not worth the time spent 
ia discussion. The English is a commercial nation, and many of 
the nobility are decendants of honest parents of the humblest class. 
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Dippoldiswalde.—Although no Lodge exists at this 
place, yet a number of the inhabitants, being Freema- 
sons, have formed a reading club, the trifling subscrip- 
tion to which having exceeded the expenditure, the 
members purchased Bibles with the amount, and pre- 
sented them as prizes to the best informed and well 
behaved children of the schools. 

Eisleben.—The evening preceding the opening of 
the new Masonic building, one hundred and fifty poor 





} persons were regaled with a good dinner, on which 
’ occasion the Chairman explained to the assembly that 


the purposés to which the hall would be devoted were 
not feasting, but the spread of philanthropic feelings 


¢ among mankind. 


A : z visitors were present. 
the Lodge of Nature and Philanthropie, at Larient.— ; P 


Leipsic.—The Lodge of Apollo held its public meet. 
ing on the 24th May, at which all the members, their 
ladies, and friends attended ; upwards of five hundred 
The W. M., Bro. Meissner, 
presided with great eclat ; his address to the orphans 
was marked by great feeling. Presents were hberally 


° bestowed. 


ing a house near the river for this Brother’s residence ; $ Ms 
’ opened for the purpose of building a Masonic temple, 


Posen.—A subscription has been very successfully 


? it has been eminently successful ; in order to obtain 
; the required amount quickly, a loan was effected at 2 
° per cent. 


inhabitants of Avignon were paralizec by the over. ‘ 


ter placing this family in safety, their dwelling sank ; 


Wurzen.—The last warrant granted in Saxony is 
possessed by the Frederick Augustus Lodge of Union 
here.. On the 7th June it was'visited by Brethren from 
Dresden, Leipsic, &c. &c., to commemorate the twen- 
ty-fifth anniversary of its formation. All the chairs 
were filled by Masters of various Lodges, and several 
Grand Officers of the Grand Lodge of Saxony attend- 
ed. Some very handsome gifts were forwarded, in- 
cluding a silver charity-box. 








RECONCILEMENT. 


‘It is a blessed thing—and they who love sincerely 
know well how blessed—when, after a moment of mis- 
understanding—nay, perhaps cven of mutual trans- 
gression—to repose heart against heart, and feel, sin- 
cerely feel, that one certainty is to be found on earth, 
one certainty which defies all the power of hell, one 
certainty which is heaven upon earth—that they love 
one another—that they belong to one another—that 
nothing, nothing in the world, shall divide those who 
have found each other in true, celestial love. O! this 
is a certainty, the most beautiful which is to be found 
upon earth—a certainty, the ground and guarantee of 
every other. He felt it well, that man, who, about to 
pass from the theatre of life, laid his hand upon his 
heart, and said, ‘ I love, therefore 1 am immortal !’— 
From Mary Howitt’s new work, ‘‘ The President’s 
Daughters. 
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‘ Not to grow better is sure to end in growing 
worse,” 


‘* The prerogative of infancy is innocency ; of chil- 
hood, reverence ; of manhood, maturity ; and of old 


age, wisdom.” 


‘* A curse is a stone flung up to the heavens to re- 
turn on the head of him that sent it.” 
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POETRY. 
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LIFE’S SUNNY SPOTS, 
BY WILLIAM LEGGETT. 


Though Life’s a dark a and thorny path, 
Its goal the silent tomb, 

It yet some spots of sunshine hath, 
That smile amid the gloom. 

The Friend, who weal and wo partakes, 
“Unchanged, whate’er his lot, 

Who kindly soothes the heart that aches, 
Is sure a sunny spot. 


The Wife who half our burden bears, 
And utters not a moan; 

Whose ready hand wipes off our tears, 
Unheeded all her own ; 

Who treasures every kindly word, 
Each harsher one forgot, 

And carols as blithely as a bird— 
She’s too, a sunny spot. 


The Child who lifts, at morn and eve, 
In prayer its tiny voice : 

Who grieves whene’er its parents grieve, 
And joys when they rejoice ; 

In whose bright eye young Genius glows, 
Whose heart, without a blot, 

Is fresh and pure as Summer’s rose— 
That child’s a sunny spot. 


There’s yet upon life’s weary road 
One spot of brighter glow, 

Where sorrow half forgets its load, 
And tears no longer flow ; 

Friendship may wither, Love decline 
Our child his honor blot ; 

But still ugdimmed that spot will shine— 
RELIGION bs asta that spot. 





THE LAST TIME. 


The simple act of separation from those with whom 
one has been for any length of time domesticated, even 
though we quit them with the determination of revisit- 
ing them shortly, gives a pang—it disarranges the 
habits—it unsettles the mind, and leaves the heart 
desolate ; and this, not only if our associates be full 
of talent, mind, and genius, but even if they be the 
merest matter-of-fact kind of persons, yet still we feel 
a painful sensation at separating from them for ‘ the 
last time.’ A man quits his house where he has lived 
for years—he removes to one better built, better sit- 
uated, yet he likes not to think that to-morrow will 
be the ‘last time’ he shall sleep in the house endeared 
to him by a thousand recollections. From such natu- 
ral feelings whata moral may be deduced. In one 
only situation can a man be placed where the dreadful 
doubt is converted intoa tremendous certainty. Not 
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the sick patient to all appearance on the bed of death © 
»¢ 
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he may EEE may recover, the ray of wwe beams, 
and those who love him share its brightness. His 
hours are not numbered. The sinking mariner clings 
the last fragments of the ill-fated ship—holds on 
hile nature’s strength remains, and as he mounts the 
rising wave, strains his anxious eye in search of help | 
—a vessel may heave in sight—he may be drifted to 
some friendly shore—his fate is not decided. The 

unhappy wretch who alone lives his ‘ last day,’ hope- 
less and in unmitigated misery, is the sentenced con- 
vict on the eve of execution. The sun gleams through 
the bars of his cell in all its parting brightness, for the 
‘ last time’ to him—he hears the prison clock record 
the fleeting moments—to him how fastly fleeting— 
each hour throughout the night sounds for the ‘ last 
time’—seven strikes upon the bell—at eight he dies! 
He is summoned to the scaffold—the apparatus of 
death is ready—he feels the pure air of heaven blow 
upon his face—the sun of summer shines upon him— 
he sees for the ‘ last time’ the verdure of the fields, and 
a thousand objects familiar to us all—his tearful eyes 
are closely covered with the cap—external objects are 
shut from his sight for ever—he hears, for the ‘last 
time,’ the sacred word of God from human lips—in 
another moment the death struggle is upon him. To 
him alone, then, is the exit from this world known 
with certainty, both as to the manner and the moment 
—to us the ‘last time’ isa secret. tg 
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A MOTHER'S LOVE. 


‘* The love of a mother is never exhausted, it never 
changes, never tires. A father may turn his back on 
his child, brothers may become inveterate enemies, 
husbands may desert their wives, wives their hus- 
bands—but a mother’s love endures through all, in 
good repute, in bad repute, in the face of the world’s 
condemnation, a mother sti/l loves on ; still hopes that 
her child may turn from his evil ways and repent ; 
still she remembers the infant smiles that once filled 
her bosom with delight, the merry laugh, the joyful 
shout of his childhood, the opening promise of his 
youth : and she can never be brought to think him all 
unworthy. os 
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“FEMALE. CONFIDENCE. 


‘* Women should be careful never to make unneces- 
sary confidants. The choice of intimates should al- 
ways be a point of consideration. A woman should 
remember when she admits another to her friendship, 
how much she places in her power ; and as she should | 
ever have ¢ guard upon her owntongue, so should she 
instantly check all idle indiscretion in her presence. 
The mischief to society, and the individual misery oc- 
casioned by the vicious practice of retailing the faults 
of others, is incalculable in extent. Let it be called 
tittle-tattle, or scandal, or what you will, it springs 
ever from selfish vanity, and can only be encouraged 
by vacant indolence or listless folly. Ifa woman be 
well informed, she will have more interesting subjects 
of conversation ; if she be industrious, she will have 
other matter to employ her mind ; if che be amiable, { 


she will hate it; if she be talented, she will aver? > 


it; if she be wise, she will avoid it.” 
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* Affection for the dead isthe memory of the heart.” 
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